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To wi(h him wattle with affc&ion , 
And neuer to let Tmtrice know of it, 

PrfttlA* Why did you fo,doth not the Gentleman 
Deferueas full as fortunate- a bed. 
As euer Beatrice {hall couch vpon ? 

Her &. O God ofleue! I know he doth defer ue, 
As much as may be ye elded to a man ; 
ButMature ncticrframM a womans hearty 
Otprowder ftujfe then that of Beatrice : 
Difdalne and Scorne ride fparkhhg in her eyes , 
Mif-prizing what they looke on, and her wit 
Values it felfe fo. highly, that to her 
AH matter clfe feemes weakeifhe cannot louc^ 
Nor cake no foape nor proie£t of affe&ion, 
Shee is fo fclfe indeared, 

Vrfuhu Sure I thinke fo , 
And therefore certaincly it were not good 
She knew hU loue,lcft (he Stake fport at it. 

Hero. Why you fnenke trurh,t neuer yet faw man, 
How wife, he* w noble 5 yong,how rarely leatur'd. 
But Hie would fpell him backward; if faire fae'd, 
She would fweare.the gentleman fliould be her lifter : 
] f blacke, w f hy Nature drawing of an and eke, 
Made a foule bIot:ifuil 3 alauncc ill headed : 
If low, an a got very vildhc cut ; 
Iflpeaking,why avancblowne with all windes: 
If filent, why a biocke moued with none. 
So turtles fheeuery man the wrong fide out, 
Andnsuer giues to Truth and Vcrtue, that 
Which fimplenefle and merit purchafech* 

Vrfu* Sure, fure s fuch carping is not commendable. 

Her&, No, not to be fo odde,and from all fafhions, 
As Beatrice is, cannot be commendable, 
But who dare tell her fo / if I fhouldlpcake, 
She would mocke me into ay^O fhe would laugh me 
Out of my feife^prefle mc to death with wir, 
Therefore let Benedick? like coucred fire , 
Confume away in fighes^ walie inwardly : 
It were a better death, to die with mockes , 
Which is as bad as die with tickling. 

Vrfa* Yet teilher of it,h~eare what flic e will fay. 

Hero. No,rather I will goe to Eencdich % 
And counfaile'him to fight againft his paffion, 
And truly Ikdemfe fome honeft flanders , 
To ftaine my conri wkh s one doth not know, 
How much an ill word may impoifon liking. 

ZJrJk. O doe not doe your cofin fuch a wrong, 
She cannot be fo much without true judgement, 
Hauingfofwift and excellent a wit 
As fhe is prifdc to haue, as to refufe 
So rare a Gentleman as fignior Benedick** 

Hero. He is theonely mancf Italy, 
Alwaies excepted, my dcare Claudia* 

Vr[u. I pray you be not angry with mejMadamCj 
Speaking my fancy; Signior Hencd&k** 
For &ape,for bearing argument and valour , 
Goes formoft in report through Italy* 

Hera. Indeed he hath an excellent good name. 

Vrfu* His excellence did eame it ere he had it: 
When are you married Madame? 

Hero. Why euerie day to morrow, come goe in, 
lleflicw thee fome attires, and haue thy counfell t 
Which is the be ft to.furnifK me to morrow* 

VrfUf Sjiec's tane I warrant you, 
W e haue caught her Madame ? 

Hero. Ificproue fo,then looing goes by haps, 


<£Mmh a Joe about ZhQftBng. 


Some Ctfid kills with firrowes/oiae with tnp^Z^ 

*B'*t. What fire is in mine cares? can this be tiut? 
Stand I condemtfd for pride and fcomc fo much? 
Contempt,farewell,and maiden pride, adew, 
No glory hues bebihde the backc of fueh* 
And BeneMckeylont on^l will requite thee, 
Taking my wild e heart to thy loulnghand ; 
If thou do ft loue,my kindeneffe.ftiall incteethec ■' 
To binde our louesyp in a holy band. 
For others fay thou doft defer ue 3 and I 
Eeleeue is better then reportingly. ^ 

Safer Prince f fltMdto, Bcxedickf 3 mdhein^ 
:: Prince. I doe but ftay till your marriage 'bqcqafiim. 
mace, and then go I toward Arragon. 

Clan. He bring you thither my Lord^fyoulyQq^ 
fate me, 

Prix* Nay, that would be as great a foyle in die ntw 
glofTe of your marmge,as te fhe w a childc his new coat 
and forbid him to weare it , J will onely bee bold with ! 
Benedick* for his companic 3 for from the crowneofhis 
head, to the folc of hisfootjie b all mirth f hc hath iwict 
or thrice cut Cap/^ bow- fain g 3 and the little hang-man 
dare not ftoot at him, he hath a heart as found as abtl] 
and his tongue is the clapperjfor what bit heart thinker 
his tongue fpeakes* 

Bene. Gallants,! am Hot as I haue bio. 

Let* So fay I,methinkes youarefaddcr. 

Clqud. I hope he beinloue, 

Prix, Hang him truant J therc , s no true drop tifbloud 
in him to be truly toucht with Ioae,if he be fad ? hewanu 
money. 

Bene* I haue the tooth-ach* 

Prm* Draw it. 

Bent. Hang it. 

Clwd* You muft hang it firft,and draw it afterward?, 

Prin. What? Ggh for chc tooth-ach. 

Where is but a humour or a worme. 

Bene* Well,eiiery one cannot mafter a griefe,buthct 
that has it. 

CUu. Yet fay I^heisin 1qU*v 

*Prm. There is no appearance offancieinhim^vnkffc 
it be a fancy that he hath to ft range difguifes»as to bee a 
Dctchmanto day,a Frenchman^ morrow; vnlcffehee 
haue a fancy to this foolery, as it appeares hee hath, ke 
is no foole for fancy , as you would haue it to appeare 
he is. 

Clan. If he be not in louevvith fome vvoman,there 
is no beleeuing old fignes,abrufhes his hat a morning!) 
What Should that bode? 

Pritf. Hath any man feene him at the Barbers ? 

CUtK No,but the Barbers man hath beene feen wich 
him, and the olde ornament of his cheeke hathalrcadie 
flufi tennis i balls. 

Leon. Indeed he looker yonger than hee did^ by th* 
lofleofabeard, 

Prin, Nay a rubs himfelfe with Ciuit,can you foldl 
him out by that? 

Clm. That's as much as to fay> the fwect youth'* in 
loue. 

Pritt* The greateft note ofith his melancholy* 
. Clm^ And wh en was he wont to wafb his- face? 

Prm. yea,or to paint himfelfe ? for the which 1 heart 
what they fay cf him-j . 

Clan* Nay,but his ieftlng fpirit, which i s now crept 
into a litte-ftringjand no W g buertf d by flops. 
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-^-^^JSa7tels t heauy ok for him; conclude, 

^£ l0 Naf ( but I know wholoues him. 
JJJi That would I know too , I warrant one that 

^Jfc yS, and his 111 condition^and in defpight of all, 

Jie £ h Sheeflia^ be buried with her facevpwards. 
T ' y e t is this no charme for the tooth-ake,old fig- 
. ^llcc afide with mee,l haue ftudied eight ©mine 
ST&Wds to fpcakcto you, which thele hobby ^horfes 

m ?rfr l For roy life to brcake with him about Tentrice. 
Clm- Tiseuen fo , her* and Margaret haue by this 
[ a yed eheir parts with Btdtrke^mA then the two Beares 
Jill not bite one another when they mcete. 

Enter hkn the *ga$'drd ll 
My Lord and bfotherjGod fane you. 
Prin t Good den brother. 

Baft. If your leifure fcru'd, I would fpeake with you- 
prim, Jnpriuate? 

Btft t Ifit pleafc you, yet Count CLudto may heare , 
for what I would fpeakc of,concernes him- 
9m ■ What*s the matter? 

Bap* Meanes your Lord/hip to be married tomor- 
row? 

prhi You know he does. 

Baftt 1 know not that when heknowes what I know. 
dm* If there be any impediment a i pray you difco- 
uerir, 

Rtfi. You may thinke I l?ue you notjet that appe are 
herepfter, and ay me better at me by that I now'will mi- 
ifeft, for my brother (Ithinke.hchohisyou wcll,andiii 
dcareneffe ©f heart) hath holpe to effeft your enfuing 
marriage : furely fute ill (pent, and labour ill beftowed. 
Prm* Why,what*s the matter? 
*£d$drd. I came hither totcllyou, and circumftarices 
fhortned, (for flic hath beene too long a talking of) the 
Lady is difioyall. 
Cfoii* Who Hero? 

Baft* EuenOiee, Leouatoes Her q ^ out Her e^ euery 
mans Hero, 

CImu Dilloyall ? 

Bitft. The word is too good to paint out her wicked- 
nclfc, I could fay ftiewere worfe, thinke you of a worfe 
title, and I will fit her to it ; wonder not tilt further war- 
rant: goe but with mee to night, you fbal fee her cham- 
ber window entred, euen the night before her wedding 
day, if you loue her, then to morrow wed her : But it 
would bettet fit your honour to change your minde. 

Claud, Maythitbefo? 

Prine t I will not thinke it. 

BajI> Ifyou dare not truft that you fee , eonfeffenot 
that you know : if you will f<fl!ow mee, I will ftiew you 
enough, and when you haue feene more, & heard more, 
proceed accordingly. 

If I fee any thing to night, why Hhould not 
marry her tomorrow in the congregation^where Ifhold 
weddc, there will I Chame her. 1 

Prin, Andaslvvooedfor theetoobtaineher f I will 
wyne wth thee to dtfgraceher/ 

p B^J- I will difparage her no farther, rill you arc my 
mocQb,bem it coidly bot till night t and lec the iffue 
(hew it fdfe. f ' 

Prfa. 04ayfntowardly turned*' 


CUfUU O mifchiefe ftrangelie thwarting [ 
Btrftard* O plague right well presented ! fo will you 
fay,when you haue feene the fequele, Exit 

Enter Dogbery mdhk c&mpmner with the watch ^ 

*D*g$ Are you good men and true ? 

Verg. YcajOrdfekwcrepittybut they fhouldfuffer 
faluation body and foule. 

Dogb. Nay, that were a punifhment too good for 
them.iftheyfliould haue any allegiance in them , being 
ehofen for the Princes watch, 

Verges. Well, giuethem their charge , neighbour 
Bvgbery. 

JDog. Firft, who thinke you the niofl defartlcfic man 
to beCoofbble? 

f&atchtli Hugh Ote-cake fir , or George Sea-code , for 
they can write and reade. 

Dffgk Come hither neighbour Sea-coale , God hath 
bleftyou with a good name : to be a wel-fjuoured man, 
is the gift ofFortune, but to write and reade,comesby 
Nature. 

Watch 2. Botli which Mafter Conftable 

Tfou haue: 1 knew it would be your anfwere : 
weIl,for your fauour fir,why giueGod thankes,& make 
no boailofic, and for your writing and readings ice that 
appeare when there is no need of fuch vanity , you are 
thought heerc to be the mo ft fenflefle and fitinan for the 
Conflable of the watch : therefore bcare you the Ian- 
thornc : this is your charge : You ftfaH comprehend all 
vagrommen,youareto bid anyrajnftand in the Prin- 
ces name* 

watch 3. How if a will not ftand ? 

Dtgb* Why then take no note of him,but let him go, 
and preftntly call the reft of the Watch together 3 and 
thanks God you are riddc of a knaue, 

tfergei* Ifhe will not (land when he is biddeo^ hce is 
none of the Princes fubiccts. 

Dog&. True, and they arc to meddle with none but 
the Princesfubi efts : you fliallalfo make nonoifr in the 
ftreetes : for, for the Watch to babble and talke, is moll 
toll crab Icj and not to be indured, 

W*tch. VVc will rather fleepc than talke , wee know 
what belongs tt> a Watch, 

r i?^. Why you fpeake like an ancient and mo ft quiet 
watchman/or I cannot fee how ileepingfhould offend ; 
only haue a care that your bills be not ftolne: well, yon 
arcro call at all the Alehouics, and bid them that arc 
drunke get them to bed. 

Watch. How if they will not? 

Dogb. Why then let them alone till they are fober,if 
they make you not then the better anfwere.you may fay^ 
they are not the men you tooke them for. 

lirmch. Weil fir. 

Ifyou meet a theefe.you may fufpefl him,by 
vertue of your office, to be no true man : and for fuch 
kindeof men 3 the lefle you meddle or n^ake wich them ^ 
why the more is for your honefly. 

Watch. If wee know him to be a thiefcjfhall wee not 
lay hands on him* 

Truly by your office yon may f but I think they 
that touch pitch will be defird : the moft peaceable way 
for you, ifyou doe take a theefe,is, to let him fhe w him- 
felfe what he is ? and fteale out of your company, 
Ver* You haue bin alwaies cal J d a merciful ma partner. 
Dog. Trudy I would not hang a dog by my will,much 
more a man who hath anie honeftie in him* 

, K % T r trge$ , ! 


